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Blood of all Men.“ 


* 5 or I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all : 


 #he 3 of Go d. Rs 


JAUL's firſt viſit to Tphefus is al 
ch. xviit. ver. 19. How long he tarried 
there at that time, doth not certainly appear. 


From the nineteenth chapter we find, that on 


his ſecond viſit he made a longer ſtay, during 
the three firſt months of which, he attended the 


ſynagogue, and hate bolaly, diſputing and per- 


uadin g the things concerning the kin gdom of God. 
But when divers were hardened, (or, hardened 
| themſelves, the Greek verb being probably in the 
middle voice) and believed not, but Sale evil of 


"2 that ha * 2 the multitude, he e ſor, 
VVV food. 
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record this Day, that 7 am Part 1 the 
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| Ja if 7 555 thim, and F bea the D- 0 esl, 
- diſputing daily in the ſchool of one Tyrannus, And 
this continued by the ſpace of tao years ; ſo that 
all they who dwelt in Aſia, (proconſular) heard 
the word of. the Lord Jeſus, both TFews and 
| Greeks, When Paul ſent from Miletus for the 
__ Elders of "the church of Epheſus, to remind 
them of his conduct i in their city as an apoſtle 5 
and propagator of chriſtianity, and to take his 
laſt farewell of them, he particularly inſiſts on 
_ his unremitted aſſiduity in the execution of 
his office, obſerving to them, that for the ſpace 
of three years, he had not ceaſed to warn every 5 
one night and day with tears. This period, made 
up of the time he ſpent at Epheſus on his firſt 
viſit with Priſcilla and Aquila, together with 
what he ſpent there on his ſecond, which laſted 
two years and three months, muſt have been 
amply ſufficient for him to develop to his hearers 
the whole chriſtian ſcheme of doctrines and pre- 
cepts, which he had in commiſſion to deliver to 
the world. And accordin gly he declares in the 
moſt ſolemn manner in the text, that he had kept 
back nothing of the whole, counſel of God.— 
Every thing, therefore, relating to ſpeculation 
and practice, as far as neon had any con- 
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eern with either, muſt be ſuppoſed to have fallen 


within the compaſs of the inſtructions he de- 


livered. What queſtions, or whether any, were 
propoſed to him by his auditors for his ſolution, 
or what were the topics of all his diſcourſes, 
may be conjectured, but cannot with certainty be 
determined. But if we conſider the length of 
the time he was at Epheſus, the great zeal and . 
diligence he manifeſted by diſputing daily for two 
years in the ſchool of Tytannus, and, according | 
to a reading in two antient manuſcripts, for five 


hours every day, and the plenary information he 


himſelf enjoyed reſpecting chriſtianity, we cannot 


avoid concluding, that his teachings were very 


minute and particular. This concluſion may 
alſo be drawn from the curioſity of the human 


mind, which may naturally be thought to have 
prompted the Epheſians to make the moſt 
thorough inquiry about the religion, propoſed to 
them by the apoſtle, and from his known readi- 5 
neſs and fortitude to avow and defend the truth 


on all occaſions, Theſe circumſtances, taken 


in conjunction with the poſitive aſſertion of the 5 


apoſtle himſelf, compel us to believe that what- 


ever religious information he poſſeſſed, whether 
imprtted wholly of his own e motion, . 
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partly 3 in conſequence of queries or objections : 
ſtarted by others, was, during the courſe of 
three years, fully communicated, And, if that 

were the caſe, of which there is no reaſon to en- 


| tertain a doubt, it becomes us, who are miniſters 
of the goſpel, and who, as well as all other 
chriſtians, are commanded by the Fee to be 7 
followers of him, to conſider | 


Firſt—That in his Judgement to conceal any 


part of the counſel of God, is to a Land of 
. the blood of man. 


This phraſe, in its moſt cbm and literal | 


ſignification, means either to imbrue one's hands 
in human blood, or to be the deſigning and 
: guilty cauſe of death to others. To be pure 
from the blood of all men, muſt, therefore, in 
the primary ſenſe of the words, import the con- 
trary, or the being perfectly free from all crimes, 
| which fall under the deſcription of murder. 
But the apoſtle eyidently uſeth ſuch ſort of lan- 
guage in a metaphorical ſenſe, intending to be 
underſtood as aſſerting, that he had done every 
thing requiſite on his part to preſerve all, whom 
he had enjoyed opportunities of inſtructing, from 
the ſecond death, or thoſe puniſhments that 
ere fignified by it, ar would terminate in it, 


According s 


111 


According to this, which appears to be a 
enly poſſible interpretation of his words, to 
conceal any part of the counſel of God from 
mankind, is to expoſe them, as far as their ſalva- 
tion is endangered by witholding from them ade, 
quate inſtruction, to the hazard of ſufferings and 
_ death in a future ſtate. Such is the ſentiment, 
ſuch the decifionof an apoſtle, whoſe authority, 
in matters of this nature, muſt give peculiar 
weight to his determination, though we could 
not trace the reaſons on which it was founded. 


But if we reflect on the character of God, and 


the deſign of revelation, we ſhall not find it dif- 
ficult to diſcover ſome, that were Probably i in- 


cluded i In their number. 5 


We are led by the light of nature and che lan- 
guage of holy writ to conceive of God, as a being 
perfectly wiſe and good. Holding firmly this idea, 


we cannot ſuppoſe any thing done by him to be 


uſeleſs, defe&ive, or redundant. Particular events 


may take place under his adminiſtration, the 


"reaſons and conſequences of which we may not 
be able to explore. But the general conviction = 
of the divine rectitude and infallibility, reſulting 
from attentive and enlarged views of nature, and 
3 the authoritative ne of his commifſioned 5 
_ ſervants 
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ſervants, tends, according to its natural opera- 
tion, to produce in all ſuch caſes a ready and 
chearful acquieſcence. However, events, the 
mal cauſes of which cannot with certainty be 
diſcovered, are moſt, if not all of them, ſuch, as 
affect only the temporal concerns of mankind. 
In events relating to affairs of a ſpiritual nature, 
there can feldom, if ever, be room for doubt as 
to the occaſion and object of the divine proceed= | 
ings; theſe being either generally ſpecified i in ex- 
preſs terms, or ftrongly intimated, in ſome revela- 
tion. And with an event of this latter kind 
alone, i. e. the publication of the goſpel * _ 
| Chriſt and his apoſtles, have we any buſineſs at 
5 ptefent. Judging of this by the meg 080 
Principle, the juſtneſs of which no true believer 
is likely to controvert, every genuine doctrine 
and precept of chriſtianity muſt be regarded 8 
making part of the counſel of God, and in that 
view occupying a fit place, and anſwering its 
reſpective purpoſe, in the general ſyſtem of reli⸗ 
gion, which he hath cauſed to be promulgated. 
Jo refrain wholly, therefore, from inculcating 
any of theſe, is virtually to arraign the wiſdom 
of the Deity, and to expunge ſome part of what 

enjoys N throughout the ſtamp of his au- 

7 . choritye 


| FF? 

thotity. It is to ſet up a buman fallible judge 
ment in oppoſition to one divine and unerring; 
do intercept the rays emitted from the great ſource 
of intellectual light, as far as that is the effect of 
a partial exhibition of the chriſtian ſcheme ; and 
to leave mankind expoſed to the conſequences of 
ignorance, as far as this ariſeth from defect of 
inſtruction. It i is, therefore, to the degree in 
which the future condition of mankind may be 5 
affected by the conſequences of ignorance, pro- 


ceeding from want of fuller information, to be 
guilty of their blood. 


There does not appear to be a neceſſity on 
: this occaſion, and before this reverend auditory, 
to ſhow particularly, that to withold part of the 
counſel of God is to be guilty of the blood of 4 
men, and for that purpoſe to be large in point- = 
Ing out the baneful effects likely to flow from re- 1 
ligious ignorance, with reſpect to the diſpoſitions, 
comfort, and proſpects of the human mind. Ig 
norance of religious truths renders the (ſtem, | 
adopted by perſons labouring under it, imperfect, 
and perhaps in all caſes. erroneous. If theſe 
truths relate to the character and government of 
the Deity, the not knowing them may open a 
| way for the admiſſion of groundleſs and ſuper- 
8 75 ſtitious : 
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ſtitibus terrors, ill-fouinded and preſumptuorts = 
confidence, malevolence, cenſoriouſneſs, poly- 
theiſtic notions, idolatrous worſhip, or other un- 
happy and injurious apprehenſions and practices 
not enumerated. 
fonal obligations, the not being acquainted with 
them may be attended with a negle& to culti- 
ö vate right affections, a total or partial inattention 
to ſome very important relative duties, and of 
courſe with hurt to the public or individuals. 


CSF * 


If they relate to ſocial or per- 


If they concern the future expectations of man- 
kind, from ignorance of them may ariſe deluſive 


hope, or gloomy deſpondence. 


With reſpect to each of theſe inſtances, it 5 


might not be a very difficylt taſk to ſelect parti- 
cular religious truths, from an ignofance of 
; which ſuch effects, as thoſe juſt ſpecified, might 
in ſome degree at leaſt be expected to flow. But 
only premiſing that, if that ignorance be owing 


to partial repreſentations of the doctrines or pre- 
cepts of chriſtianity, in whatever meaſure the 


future condition of chriſtians may be rendered 
worſe by its effects on their preſent temper and 


conduct, thoſe, who deſignedly make ſuch re- 


preſentations, ſeem, according to the ideas of the 


apoſtle, to be guilty of the blood of men —I 
1 71 WR ene 


1 


muſt haſten to the ſecond head, Which is to 


5 prove, that chriſtian miniſters, taking upon 


themſelves by their profeſſion to ſupport and pro- 
| pagate the knowledge of the goſpel, are bound 


to communicate whatever they conceive to make 


part of the counſel of God. 


And this may firſt be argued, from the per- 
fections of the Deity ad his conduct in reveal- 


ing his will. 


As God ſaw fit by a ſeries of W © con- 
tinued for a number of ages, and gradually i im- 


proved in clearneſs the nearer they came to the 


time of their fulfilment, to raiſe an expectation 
of an univerſal lawgiver, there can be no doubt, 
but that when he appeared, the divine illumi- 
nations he enjoyed were every way adequate and 
complete. Nor will the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of the Deity allow us to ſuſpect, that the meſſage 
he ſent, after ſo much previous apparatus, and 


with the avowed purpoſe of ſupplying the ſpiritual 


wants of mankind to the end of time, contained 
either too little, or too much. 1 therefore, 
the perſons employed to convey the meſſage, had 
all the information and aſſiſtance requiſite for the 1 
proper diſcharge of their high office, and were 
ſtrictly faithful in the execution of it, (of both | 
* 5 eo which 
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ſtitibus terrors, ill- founded and preſumptuous 
confidence, malevolence, cenſoriouſneſs, poly- 
theiſtic notions, idolatrous worſhip, or other un- 
happy and injurious apprehenſions and practices 
not enumerated. If they relate to ſocial or per- 
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ſonal obligations, the not being acquainted with _ 
them may be attended with a neglect to cult 
vate right affections, a total or partial inattention 


to ſome very important relative duties, and of 
courſe with hurt to the public or individuals. 


If they concern the future expectations of man- 


EY kind, from i ignorance of them may. ariſe deluſive 


hope, or gloomy deſpondence. 
With reſpect to each of theſe inftances, 1 


might not be a very difficult taſk to ſelect parti- 
cular religious truths, from an ignorance of 
which ſuch effects, as thoſe juſt ſpecified, might 
in ſome degree at leaſt be expected to flow, But 
only premiſing that, if that Ignorance be owing 
to partial repreſentations of the doctrines or pre- 


cepts of chriſtianity, in whatever meaſure the 


future condition of chriſtians may be rendered 
2 worſe by its effects on their preſent temper and 
conduct, thoſe, who deſi gnedly make ſuch re- 
1 preſentations, ſeem, according to the ideas of the 


apoſtle, to be guilty of the blood of men —I 


49 
muſt haſten to the ſecond head, Which i is to 
prove, that chriſtian miniſters, taking upon 
themſelves by their profeſſion to ſupport and pro- 
pagate the knowledge of the goſpel, are bound 
to communicate whatever they conceive to make 
part of the counſel of God. 


5 And this may firſt be argued, from the per- 

ſections of the Deity * his conduct i in W 
1 ing his will. 
As God ſa fit by a fories of prophecies, con- 
tinued for a number of ages, and gradually im- 


| proved i in clearneſs the * 4g came to the 
time of their fulfilment, to raiſe an expectation 


of an univerſal lawgiver, there can be no doubt, 


but that when he appeared, the divine illumi- 
nations he enjoyed were every way adequate and 
complete. Nor will the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of the Deity allow us to ſuſpect, that the meſſage 
he ſent, after ſo much previous apparatus, and 
with the avowed purpoſe of ſupplying the ſpiritual 
wants of mankind to the end of time, contained 
either too little, or too much. If, therefore, 
the perſons employed to convey the meſſage, had 
all the information and aſſiſtance requiſite for the 
proper diſcharge of their high office, and were 
8 ſtrictly faithful in the execution of it, (of both b 
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which we. enjoy ſatisfactory evidence) we may 
ſafely conclude, that the will of God was com- 


municated entire to the world. This being pre- 
ſumed, we cannot help regarding it as an im- 


peachment of the character of the Deity, as if he 
did not underſtand what were fit ſubjects for a 
| revelation, to ſuppoſe that he will connive at an 
| Intentional ſuppreſſion of any thing, which he 
n judged it important for men to know. And if = 
it be evident that ſuch ſuppreſſion. will be im- 


puted and puniſhed as a crime, it is doubtleſs, 


— — 


| becauſe ignorance, hy means of its conſequences, 
may expoſe the uninformed to a loſs or diminu- 
tion of happineſs. Thus, according to the 
cleareſt reaſoning, the conſideration of the divine 
perfections leads directly to the inference de- 5 

| ſigned to be eſtabliſhed, that it is incumbent on 
chriſtian miniſters to impart the whole of what 
they conceive to be the counſel of God. 


Secondly—The fame concluſion follows from 


| the example of the apoſtle. 


Had any of the ſubjects of revelation been cal- 


culated for the uſe of the firſt propagators of 
chriſtianity alone, the benefit thence arifing 
would have been confined. to very few. But 
| there does 5 not appear to be PF thing ſo peculiar =, 


5 

in their ſituation and circumſtances, as to coun- 
tenance ſuch an idea. They were men as we 
are: Their underſtandings and affections were as 
ours are, and ours are as theirs were, ſubject 55 
to the ſame kinds and varieties of influences. 
Whatever information they needed to enlighten 
thei ir minds, and regulate their conduct, all that 
| were to come after them would need, and for the 

: like reaſons. The light and aſſiſtance, therefore, 
which they derived from a religion ſent by God, 
and adapted for general uſe and benefit, were un- 
doubtedly intended for the moſt full and exten- 
five communication, Accordingly the founder 
of chriſtianity in one place declares, that all 
things which he had heard from his father, he had z 
made known to his d. iſeiples ; ; and in another or- 
ders them to preach on the  houſe-tops, what be 

| bad imparted to them in ſecret, Agreeably to 
the ſpirit and deſign of ſuch a command, Paul, 


though not one of thoſe to whom it was given, 


C delivered to the elders, and with them to the relt_ - 


of the church of Epheſus, the whole counſel of 8 


God. And as he ſhewed by his conduct, that 
he thought it neither proper nor lawful to con- - 
ceal any part of the revelation, with which he 


was intruſted, his acknowledged wiſdom and 
5 C: 2 Integrity 


„ 
integrity recommend his example in this, as well 
as other inſtances, to the imitation of chriſtian 
miniſters, and preclude the uſe of apologies for 
refuſing to follow it, as all ſuch would be an ar- 
raignment of his knowledge or prudence. 


Here I am aware, that an objection may be 
ſtarted. It may be ſaid: The apoſtle was under 
an infallible guidance, and therefore could not 


err himſelf, nor lead others into error ; whereas 


_ chriſtian miniſters of the preſent day, havin g no : 
pretenſions to infallibility, if they range at large : 
through all the ſpeculative as well as practical 

| ſubjects of their religion, may diſſeminate error 

with truth, and therefore ought to confine their 
diſcourſes to thoſe matters, in Which all the fol- 
lowers of Jeſus agree. 


Were this objection a valid one, all the abſurd 


and dangerous tenets, and idolatrous worſhip of 


popery, ought to have remained unoppoſed. 
The attempt to reform the chriſtian world Was 
unjuſtifiable. Thoſe, Who nobly made it, and 
in part ſuccecded, were fallible, and are generally 
allowed to have retained and inculcated ſome er- 
wy rors, while they corrected. others, that have in 
common been thought more groſs and ſtriking. 


But notwithſtanding this, who would not have 
, + lamenteq 


( 430 
lamented and condemned their puſillanimity, if 
conſcious of not being under a ſupernatural di- 
rection, they had refrained from endeavouring to 
ſcatter the darkneſs around them with the light 
they enjoyed, becauſe that light might not be 
perfectly pure and unclouded. And who among 
us would not blame the perſon, who, obſerving 
his friend in danger of becoming a convert to 
popery, ſhould not attempt to fortify him againſt 
its deluſions, becauſe in doing it he might un- 
deſignedly ſuggeſt to his mind ſome wrong ideas. 
In all ſciences, which admit not of ſtrict demon- 
ſtration, while uninſpired men are the inſtru- 
ments of conveying knowledge to one another, 
an opening muſt unavoidably be left for the en- 
trance of error. If on this account, perſons, 
engaged in philoſophical and literary purſuits, 
were bound to withold the information, which 
they thought themſelves able to impart, how 
great would be the diſcouragement to intellectual 


inquiries and the efforts of human genius! The 1 


proſpect of contr ibuting to the improvement of 
mankind, 7 one of the nobleſt ſpurs to applica- 


tion which the ſtudious and liberal mind can 1 


feel, would be withdrawn. Some, who had 
| taſted the refined Fee of er knowledge, ; 
w 
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might for a time perſevere in their reſearches, 


though the whole of the benefit and ſatisfaction 


ariſing from them were to be confined to them 
ſelves. The far greater number, immerſed in 


the purſuits of buſineſs or pleaſure, with ſcarcely 
any time or inclination to uſe the few means they 
enjoyed of improving their underſtandings, and 
deprived of all aſſiſtance from others for that 

purpoſe, would be in great danger of relapſing 
apace into the darkneſs of former ages. The 
cultivation of a better acquaintance with Science, 

would, at leaſt, be checked; and, as in many 

things we are confeſſedly arrived only at the 
threſhold of her habitation, few, if any, would . 
ever ſtep beyond it. Thus the objection, carried . 
to its full length, would go to juſtify a conduct, 
| productive of the moſt deplorable and milchiev- 
ous effects. 


But what can give riſe to ſuch an objection, 


a8 I have been combating? I anſwer ; An ap- 
prehenſion that involuntary error may be crimi- 
nal in itſelf, or lead, by its influence on the mind 
and actions, to fatal conſequences. As to the 
notion, that involuntary error may be criminal 
in itſelf, it ought not to be entertained for a mo- 
ment. Will a righteous God condemn and puniſh 


a creature 


( 
a creature, whim be hath made fallible, for not 
becoming infallible ? or impute to him for ſin 
any error, into which he may chance to have 
fallen, notwithſtanding he ſhould have made the 
| beſt uſe in his power of all the means s afforded- 
him of diſcovering the truth? © » 
As to the ſuppoſition, that involuntary error 
may be attended with dangerous effects, by means 
of its operation on the heart and life, let it be 
granted. What method would the objector 
have adopted to prevent error? Surely he will 
not allow the exiſtence of an infallible human 
guide, to whom recourſe may be had for that 
purpoſe. Nor can I imagine, that he would N 
have all public inſtruction laid aſide, which yet, 
being under the management of fallible men, 
may prove the vehicle of error as well as truth. 0 
Even the moſt ſtrictly moral duties, to be incul- #8 
cated with any probability of ſucceſs, muſt be 
_ enforced on habitual tranſgreſſors, on perſons in- 
capable of being affected by what is called the 
abſtract beauty of virtue, nay and perhaps on 
all of every deſcription in this imperfect ſtate, by 
diſplaying the awful ſanctions of a future retri- 
bution. In doing this, it is evident, that error. 
: may creep in, reſpeRting the ſcriptural accounts; | 
of 
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MY 
of thoſe auctions, and the moral character and 
; govern ment of the Deity. But farther, if, to pre- 
vent error of every kind at all events, on account 
of unhappy conſequences that may flow from it, 
no topic ſhould be handled, in the diſcuſſion of 
which miſrepreſentation is poſſible, ſome indu- 
bitable truths, becauſe they may be perverted, 
ſhould alſo be left untouched. That Paul faw 
truths of the firſt importance, which no chriſtian 
miniſter would think himſelf juſtified in with- 
holding entirely from the notice of his people, 
to be capable of the groſſeſt abuſe, he hath 
plainly ſhown in his Epiſtle to the Romans. 
Speaking of the inexcuſableneſs of thoſe, who 
condemned fin in others, while they indulged 
it in themſelves, he ſays, Deſpiſei thou the 
ricbes of bis goodneſs, and forbearance, and lmg- 
Jufering ; ; not knowing that the goodneſs of God 
| teadeth thee to repentance ? plainiy intimating, 
that from the goodneſs of God in Foreman al 
_ puniſhment of ſinners men may take encourage- 
ment to continue in fin, though that goodneſs 
might properly be urged as a powerful motive to 
reformation. Again, having ſpoken of the grace. 
| and mercy of God in beſtowing remiſſion of fins | 
"RD and eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt, he concludes ; 5 
| 1 What 2 
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What hall we ſay then ? Shall we continue in An, 
that grace may abound? God forbid: a queſtion 


clearly implying an apprehenſion, that the glo- 


rious doctrine he had juſt propoſed and illuſtrated, 
was liable in ſome minds to the moſt dangerous 
perverſion. Now as it is poſſible, that both 
truths and errors may prove injurious to ſome of 
weak or corrupt minds, ought the former to be 
5 ſuppreſſed, becauſe, through the unavoidable - 
frailty of inſtructors, the latter may mingle with 


them in the communication? _ If fo, then all 


public inſtruction ou ght to ceaſe, and every mode | 
of aſſiſting mankind to inveſtigate the will and 


diſcoveries of their Maker, to be laid aſide. 


Still farther to expoſe the utility of the ob- 
5 jection we have been conſidering, it behoves us 
to reflect, that the holy ſcriptures are a depoſit 
. of divine information, tranſmitted by | the writers 


to poſterity to illuminate mankind, as it paſſeth 


from age to age. In them we ſuppoſe ourſelves 


to be favoured with the very inſtructions, thought 


proper by Jeſus and his apoſtles to be delivered 
do their contemporaries. Accordingly we regard 
them as affording a complete rule of faith and 
manners. To exclude, therefore, from our 
public teachings any thing we- conceive them to 


Db 5 | have 


En }: 
have mentioned for the regulation of the one or 
the other, is to arraign the competency of their 
judgements; and indeed, if the thing omitted be 
viewed alſo in the light of a divine communica- 


= tion, the wiſdom of God himſelf. 


It will not weaken the force of this reaſoning 
to obſerve, that many parts of the holy ſcriptures 
have given riſe to controverſies, which in moſt 
periods of the church have diſturbed its peace, 
and therefore ought to be left unnoticed with the 
ſeveral doctrines they have been ſuppoſed to con- 

tain. For the obvious queſtion is: Have the 
contending parties pretended to adduce the au- 
thority of the holy ſcriptures in ſupport of their 
reſpective hypotheſes? If they have, (which . 

cannot be diſputed) all among them, who have 

been ſincere in defending. their ſeveral ſchemes, 


muſt have apprehended that they had found them 


there. Such, therefore, thinking, that Jeſus - 
and his apoſtles had publiſhed certain doctrines, : 
and ſtamped them with importance by having 
made them parts of their religious ſyſtem, would 
have been ſelf- condemned, had they ventured to 


| contribute, by a total filence about them, W 


their being ſuppreſſed. Self. condemned alſo 
ſhould we be, were we to act! in ſuch a manner, 


wh ile 


( 19 ) 
while we retain a conviction, that thoſe perſons 
were under a divine guidance, when they profeſſed 
to teach what they declared themſelves to have 
received from the great father of lights, without 
adding to or taking from it. Under this con- E 

viction we cannot avoid looking upon it, as eſſen- 
tial to the faithful diſcharge of our miniſterial 
office, to develop the whole ſcheme of Chriſti- 


anity before our reſpective congregations, accord- 


ing to the beſt of our abilities. We may eſteem | 
one religious doctrine more important than 
another; but we ſhall judge every one, that, in 
our opinion, | makes an article of chriſtian faith, 
to have its relative importance, and therefore = 
ſhall not neglect to recommend it with a zeal, 


| proportioned to its ſuppoſed utility. 


I have been the lony ger in my a to the ob- 
jection I have been examining for two reaſons: 
Firſt —Becauſe I am of opinion, that, by en- 
tirely avoiding to diſcuſs the doctrines, as they 
are called, of chriſtianity, we contribute to the 
| ſpread of unbelief. And ſecondly—Becauſe it 
ſeems now to be a prevailing idea, that we may 

leave mankind in the undiſturbed poſſeſſ ion of 
any religious opinions they may embrace, without 
b 2 


incurring 


(628) 
incurting the guilt of a defective perlormence of 


our duty, or endangering in * _— — 
preſent or future welfare. 1 


"= to my firſt reaſon : Many, obſerving the 
on ſhyneſs of their miniſters to touch upon any con- 
troverted ſubject, are apt to ſuſpect, either that 
they have not been at the trouble to form any 
opinion about it; or that, if they have, they do 
not think the ſubje itſelf of any conſequence ; 
or that, in order to anſwer worldly ends, they 
chooſe to conceal their ſentiments ; on, perhaps, 
that i in fact in all they do, they are only acting a 
part. How unjuſtifiable ſoever ſuſpicions of this 
kind may be, it will hardly be ſaid that they 
have never been entertained and it is certainly 
right, if poſſible, to prevent the like i in future. 
For ſuch ſuſpicions, having entered the mind of 
any perſon, tend, according to their different na- 
tures, either to beget indifference to religion in 
general, or averſion from inquiry. In either 
caſe his danger from the open or inſidious attacks 
of inſidels muſt be great. For affected whether 
by real or imagined appearances of ignorance, 
lukewarmneſs, timidity, or unbelief in chriftiin Þ 
miniſters, his mind muſt be ill-prepared, unleſag 


habituated to make proper E , to con- 
| _ 


tend with keen ridicule +; ingenious ſophiſtry, 
_ aided by its own ſuſpicions founded on thoſe ap- 
pearances. But though, while under the influ- 
ence of ſuch ſuſpicions, it ſhould never be ex- 
poſed to attacks from abroad, there can be no 
doubt but that thoſe ſuſpicions, if ſtrengthened by 
{ſenſual propenſities, may greatly diſpoſe it, unleſs 
much adicted to juſt reflection, to throw off the 
ſhackles of religion, and at length reduce it to a 
ſtate of complete ſcepticiſm, Th” 


. to my ſecond reaſon : Though volundery | 
error cannot be criminal in itſelf, yet ſuch may 
be the nature of error even of that kind, as to 
| hinder our piety, virtue, and enjoyment, from 
becomin: g ſo pure and exalted, as they might be 
rendered by more correct and better views of 
things. The more important controverſies, 
which have been agitated in the chriſtian world, 
| have regarded the unity, character, and worſhip 
| of God, and the perſon and offices of Chriſt. 
Whether we ought to worſhip one Being or 
more—whether God were of himſelf inclined to 
ſhow mercy, or were inexorable, till his juſtice 
_ was ſatisfied by the vicarious ſufferings of his in- 
nocent ſon—whether he will accept and reward 
4/1, both chriſtians and others, who make the 
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beſt. improvement they can of. the light they 
enjoy, or have choſen a ſelect few, and conſigned 
the reſt to unavoidable and endleſs miſery— 
whether Chriſt were the ſecond perſon in the 
godhead, or a ſuperangelic ſpirit veiled in human 
fleſh, inconceivably ſuperior to man in the ori- 
ginal conſtitution, extent, and vigour of his in 
tellectual and moral powers, and thereby placed ; 
in circumſtances, proportionally more advan- 
tageous than ours, and ſcarcely admitting the 
moſt diſtant compariſon. with them, or one /ike | 
ourſelves, touched with a fell. feeling of our n- 
Frmities, and tempted in all points as we are— 
whether the merits and interceſſion of another be 
_ neceflary to gain an audience to our prayers, or 
the purity and warmth of the pious and benevolent 
rempers, from which they proceed, be alone ſuf- 
- ficient for that purpoſe—whether our ſalvation 
de made dependant on the imputation of a foreign 
righteouſneſs, or merely on our own ſincere and 
per ſevering obedience :—Theſe, and other things = 
which might be mentioned, are queſtions of high” 
importance, in the ſolutions of which our ideas 
of the nature, character, and government of God. 5 
our affections towards him, our religious wor- | 
ſhip, the influence of our Lord's example, our 


ſentiments 


0 23) | 
| ſentiments of the worth of moral virtue; the 


| preſent tranquillity and comfort of our minds, and 
our future expectations, are deeply concerned. 


Thus have 1 plainly and ingenuouſly offered 
my reaſons for being ſo full in replying to an ob- 

_ jection, which might be ſtarted againſt the pro- 
poſition I advanced and maintained ; which was, 
that it is the indiſpenſible duty of chriſtian mi- 
niſters, after the example of the apoſtle, to de- 
clare to their people, according to the beſt of 
their judgements and abilities, the whole counſel 


of God, and which, I * conceive, to have 
been fully eſtabliſhed. SPORE Ine O08 AF 2 


Reverend Fathers and Brothers, permit me 


now, by way of concluſion, to addreſs myſelf 
particularly to you. TN 


Is it your conviction, as it is mine, that it is 
our duty and buſineſs to declare all that we think 
to be the revealed will of God? Then muſt we 

wp it to be -incumbent on us 70 ſtudy the holy 
ſcriptures with diligence, that we may be /eribes 
 wwell-inſtrufted unto the kingdom of heaven. Thoſe | 
_ vritings afford ample room for a noble and de- 
lightful exerciſe of our mental powers. We en- 
Joy W valuable helps for inveſtigatin g their 


ns genuine 
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genuine /uſe and meaning; and to avail vurſelves 
of thele, to any good purpoſe, requires the em- 
ployment of conſiderable time and attention. But 
new publications, which frequently appear, ſhow 
that the great ſtorehouſe of religious knowledge : - 


is not exhauſted by thoſe, who have hitherto la- 
| boured in exploring its contents, but that there 


is work enough ſtill left for their ſucceſſors. 
Whatever, then, be our talents, there is yet 
room for the diligent exertion of them in the 
proper buſineſs of our calling. 

But beſides being diligent, we ought alſo to be 
impartial in the examination of the facred records. 
To go to the peruſal of them with pre; judice, is 
not to ſearch there for truth, but to draw from ; 

3 thence arguments in favour of preconceived 
opinions. This is to miſuſe two of the beſt gifts 
of Heaven, our reaſon and our bible. A ſimilar 
conduct is rarely to be met with out of religious 
5 Inquiries. Wie commonly obſerve perſons to en- 
gage in other inquiries with an honeſt freedom of 
mind, and the ſole deſire of finding truth, where- 
ever it may chance to lie. The circumſtance, 
which ſeems to occaſion this difference in our 


modes of proceeding, i is, that we annex an idea of 
ſacredneſs to ſome Particular tenets in religion, 


which 


tw ) 


. Which we do not to thoſe we hold in matters of 
common ſcience and philoſophy. Accordingly, 


regarding the former with ſuperſtitious venera- 


tion we dread to take any ſteps, that may oblige 
us, if we be honeſt, to part with them, or that 
do not tend to ſtrengthen our belief of their truth; 


whereas rightly judging, that the latter, if not 


true, ought to be reſigned, we fairly examine 


the grounds, on which they appear to ſtand, 


without uncaſineſs concerning the reſult. With 
reſpect to our inquiries on all ſubjefts without 
diſtiuction, our conduct, to be juſtifiable, muſt 
be unbiaſſed. Truth, indeed, 1s facred; but 


we cannot heſitate in determining, ether to 


ſearch for it with impartial or prejudiced minds 
be the more likely way to find it. And if we 
ſuppoſe « ourſelves already poſſeſſed of i it, what rizht 


have we to make the ſuppoſition, unleſs we be 
| conſcious of baving been free from the influence 
of prejudice in our paſt reſearches ? or what ; 
right, to refolve never to give up that ſuppo- | 


ſition, whatever arguments may occur to prove 


it ill-founded, unleſs we arrogate to ourſelves in- 


fallibility ? ? Let us, therefore, keep our minds 


always open to conviction, judging, as becomes 8 


weak and fallible mortals, that, though t truth be 


E. ſ acreds 
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ſacred, ſhe may not be our gueſt. Acting in 
this manner, we ſhall - feel a due confidence in 
the juſtneſs of our views and apprehenſions, 


knowing that we have made a fair uſe of our un- 
derſtandings in forming them. 0 


Conceiving ourſelves to have difcovered the 
truth, let us propoſe it with an honeſt fortitude, 
but at the ſame time with becoming modeſty, 

to our people. 'The fear of man, and all the 
ſordid and cringing arts of prieſtcraft, equally 
diſgrace our characters and office with over-bear- 
ing effrontery and facerdotal pride. Let us be 
ever careful to avoid both theſe extremes. T he 

one tends to excite ſuſpicions of our integrity; 
the other, to create a diſguſt of our perſons and 

x ſervices. Let an ingenuous and undaunted bold- 
neſs, free from all aſſuming and dictatorial airs, 
mark our behaviour in the performance of every 
1 duty we are called to diſcharge as miniſters or 
men. Such a conduct is adapted to conciliate 
the eſteem of the worthy and diſcerning, to ſtop 
the mouths of bigots, and to ward off from our- 
ſelves the cenſures fo liberally beſtowed: on the 
prieſthood by infidels. But, were it to produce 
very different conſequences, and even to bring 
upon us great inconvenience, loſs, or even cor- 


== 


( #7 ) 


poral ſuffering, let us not venture to deſiſt from 


purſuing it, remembering the command of the 
Lord, a command ſtrongly inforced by a repeti- 


tion: Be not afraid of them that kill the body, 25 
5 and after that have no more that they can do. 
But I will forewarn. you whom ye ſhall fear: Fear 
Fim, who after he hath killed, hath power to caſt 

into Hell; yea, 1 fay unto you, Fear him. Should 
5 our uprightneſs ſubject us to any kind of ſaffer- 


Ing, there will be nothing peculiar in our lot. 


| Jeſus and his apoſtles had a far greater ſhare of it 


than it is likely we ſhall be called to ſuſtain ; yet 


tie former endured the croſs and deſpiſed the 
| ſhame for the joy ſet before him, and the latte. 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy to ſuffer | 

| ſhame for the name of their maſter. Animated 50 
by their worthy examples, let us ſpeak what we 
conceive to be the truth of God with boldneſs, 
and to any, who may blame our honeſt freedom, 
and would check us in the uſe of it, reply in the : 
words of Peter and John to the high prieſt, 
rulers, and elders at Jeruſalem : Whether it be 


right. in the Abt of God, to hearken unto you 
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more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot _ 


but ſpeak the things which we have ſeen and heard. 
Let us reflec, that popularity, gained by artifice 5 
1 5 „ E 2 and 


( 238) 
| and Ailgulſe, will not ſtifle the reproaches "3 
conſcience for violated integrity, and that it will 
be folly in the extreme to ſhrink from inconveni- 
encies, which may ariſe from an open and ſteady 
zeal for truth directed by knowledge, „„ 
hazard of! incurring far greater by a puſillanimous 5 
concealment and deſertion of it. Let us, there- 
fore, by declaring the whole countel of God, as 
well as performing every other duty of our pro- | 
feſſion, maintain unbroken the tranquillity of our 
minds, till we come, like the apoſtle, to finiſh : 
our courſe with joy ; that at the cloſing ſcene of | 
life each of us may be able to adopt his language 5 
and fay: I have fought a good fight, I have 
finiſhed. my courſe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 5 
Jorth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ- ny. 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous judge . | 
give me at that day. 
Could the perſons, who compoſe er ele 

eties, aſſemble within theſe walls, and were they 5 
preſent, I would addreſs o them alſo | in the follow- 
ing manner, 


= Ye have head, that it is the indifpentble N 
.— of your miniſters to declare unto you what they 
[- © conceive to be any part of the counſel of God. 


Neither tay, nor do any thing, that will diſcour- 
age 


* 


8 


age them from the performance of it. Embrace 


not as truth, What appears to have no other ſup- 
port than their naked affertion, becauſe they ad- 


vance it, nor reject as error, what they propoſe 
to you on the ſolid grounds of clear reaſoning 
: and ſcriptural authority, becauſe it may ſound in 
your ears as a novelty, and contradict a favourite 
ſyſtem. Hear them with caution as fallible 
men, and exerciſe your right of judging for your= 1 
ſelves. Follow them with care and attention 
through all their arguments; and, if ye diſcover _ 
theſe to be fallacious, admit not their conclu- ha 
ſions, merely becauſe ye eſteem their characters, 15 
and reſpect their abilities and learning. Men of 5 


the ſtricteſt probity and the beſt natural and ac- 
quired talents, have been found to receive and 


maintain very erroneous doctrines. On the other 
hand, do not from an unfounded ſuſpicion, that 
they affect ſingularity and aim only at ſerving the 
intereſts of a party, ſtand out againſt the force 
of evidence, and ſhut your eyes againſt what car- 
ries with it ftrong marks of truth, becauſe it 
differs from any notion ye have adopted under | 
that idea. Conſider, that ye are called upon to 
act the part « of wiſe men, and to judge what your 
1 miniſters ſay. But. ye cannot act that part, or in 


a proper 
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„ 
2 proper ſenſe be ſaid to judge, unleſs free from 
an implicit confidence in the judgements of your 
miniſters on the one hand, and an obſtinate reſo- 
lution an the other to make no alteration in the 
Rate of your opinions, ye liſten with impartiality 
to their reafonings, and admit or reject their in- 
ſerences, merely as they appear to your own un- 
derſtandings to be fairly deduced or not from juſt 
principles. Encourage them to inquire, decide, 
and ſpeak, with an unreſerved freedom, on every 
ſubject that comes before them. And when 


thus. encouraged, they explicitly avow and mo- 


_ deftly defend their ſentiments, blame them not 
or a conduct, which, even without your appro- 


dation or conſent, it would have been their duty 


to follow, how widely ſoever their ideas may dif- 
fer from yours. On the contrary, love and 
value chem for manifeſting a conſcientious regard 
10 the obligations of their office, at the poſſible 
kriſk of 1 incurring your diſpleaſure. Imitate the 
pattern of the noble Bereans, and ſearch the 
Leriptures daily to fee whether the things ad- 
wanced by your miniſters. be agreeable to their 
repreſentations... Never imagine, that truth can 
faffer by the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. Always keep in 
mrance, chat timidity would have pre- 


vented 


(3 


vented the dawning of light at the reformation, 


and that the fame tends to retard its progreſs to- 
ward perfect day. As genuine friends to truth 
and the intellectual improvement of yourſelves 
and others, be neither yourſelves, nor, by any 
conduct, render your miniſters afraid to embrace 
and profeſs it, though it ſhould be found in the 
ſyſtem of thoſe, whom weak bigots endeavour to 
load with infamy. With minds, ever diſpoſed 
to admit farther illumination, hold what you, 
think at any time to be truth in love. In ſhort 
be HONEST, and lay no temptation in the we 


of your miniſters to be otherwiſe. 


| And now, my Reverend Friends, may the 
God of peace and fountain of all wiſdom lead 


you, and the people, with whom ye are ſeverally 


T connected, into the knowledge of the truth as it EY 
is in Jeſus; and, having rendered you and them 
mutual helpers of each other? s joy in the preſent 

5 ſtate, bring you and them at length to the regi- 
ons of perfect love, unclouded light, and evet- 


HIP pus” ! Amen. 
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have been told, that the conduct, attempted in 
the preceding ſermon to be proved the duty of 
Pn miniſters, is objected to as being different | 
from that of our Lord and his apoſtles. The 
objection, I preſume, is founded on the words of 
_ Chriſt to his diſciples, I have: yet many things i 
to fay. unto you, but ye cannot bear them now, of A 
Faul to the Corinthians, I have fed you with 1 
milk, and not with meat, and perhaps on a few 
0 other paſſages of like import. All that ſeems to 
be fairly deducible from ſuch paſſages i 18, that 
miniſters ſhould uſe prudence in developing the 
ſeveral doctrines of chriſtianity, not ſurely that 
they ſhould not develop fame of them at all. 
Paul ſpoke wiſdom among them, who were per- 
ect, and exhorted the Corinthians to be men in 
underſtanding g, and to judge as w/e men what he 
ſaid. He informed the Epheſians, that paſtors 


and teachers were appointed for the edifying of 
the 
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the body of Chriſt, that chriſtians might come 


to the meaſure of the ſtature of the Fulneſs of 
- Chriſt, 


ing and learned; for they undoubtedly foreſaw, 


that their writings would fall into the hands of = 
perſons of the. former, as well as of the latter 
Hebrriptian, It ia ro no-purpaſe to alledge, 3 


ſome 


and might grow up into him in 4 
things. But not to multiply quotations to ſhow, 
that chriſtians ought to be treated as rational 
beings, capable of being brought to a full ac- 
quaintance with the religion they profeſs, I beg 
leave to alk ; Are the things, which our Lord 
or his apoſtles thought fit on any account to keep 
for a time out of the view of their followers, to 
be found any where na in the ſacred code ? If 
they be nor, the miniſters of the Goſpel, as ſuch, 
can have nothing to do with them. If they be, 
they are in a book, which proteſtants conſider as 
| the rule of their religious faith and practice, and 
5 therefore ought 1 to be explained to them by their 
miniſters. 1 do not ſee how this conſequence 
can be denied, unleſs miniſters ſuppoſe it to be 
improper for them to introduce at any time into 
their public diſcourſes, what the facred writers 
thqught fit to lay indiſcriminately before all, the 
Weak and unlearned as well as the more diſcern- 
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-1 Gn of the Jodtrines of chriſtianity are of a very 
ſublime and difficult nature. It matters not, in 
the caſe before us, of what nature they be the 
ſingle circumſtance of their being propoſed in 

holy writ to the faith of ail chriſtians without 

Aiſtinction, muſt oblige every miniſter of the goſ- 
pel, who allows the ſacred writers to have been 
rightly informed about them, and competent to 
determine whether they ought to be held 3 

general attention, to illuſtrate and recemmend 
them, in the beſt manner he can, to all, who TH 
Ht under' his miniſtry. iz or W d er: 


I am alſo. ſaid to be ſuſpected of wifi, 
nt chriftians ought to continue their attendance 


on their miniſter, let him preach what he will. 
"I am not aware of having given any juſt ground 


for ſuch a ſuſpicion. It is well known, that they 


may leave, and, among proteſtant diſſenters, re- 
move their miniſter, whenever they think it to 


be neceſſary. Indeed they would be generally : 


Y accuſed of perſecution,” were they to turn him | 
cout of his employment among them, unleſs they . 


found him to be an irreligious or immoral | man, 


or an infidel. Proteſtant diſſenters have cer- 


tainly a night t to know the religious principles of 
r miniſter "yes: y_y chooſe him. But, 
when 


1 ) 
when they have choſen him, few, Fſhould chlak, 


would attempt to juſtify their conduct in diſmiſſi 

ing him merely becauſe, upon farther inquiry, 
he was led to alter his religious opinions, and to 
propoſe ſuch as he afterw-ards embraced to their 
attention, while he honeſtly could, and actually 
did, perſevere i in conducting the public worſhip 
on principles held in common by himſelf and 
chem. However, if they could not conſcientionſc g 
remain under his miniſtry, and were fully per- 


; ſuaded, chat they ſhould be likely to hear nothin; g 


equally offenſive, and to profit more, under that 


of ſome other miniſter, I do not know, that | 
there could be any reaſonable objection to their 
leaving him. But 1 muſt take the liberty of fay- 
ing, that, in my opinion, they would diſcover 


more wiſdom and charity by ſtill adhering to him, 
notwithſtanding the change of ſome of his re- 
ligious opinions, if they could do it with : a ſafe 


7 conſcience and a due attention to their own im- 

5 provement ; as they would thereby countenance - 
Integrity and freedom "os. inquiry, both which ; 
muſt ever be held in the higheſt eſtimation by 3 


every genuine friend of virtue and truth. 


To 
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taken at the uſe of the word God in the paſſage, 
« Whether we ought to worſhip one Gad or 


more, as it ſtood in the ſermon when delivered. 
Ibhave no put being in che place of it. That 
there are chriſtians among proteſtants, who Nor- 
Mip more than one being, is notorious, Ver7 
few can want to be informed, that there are ma 
who ſuppoſe Chriſt to be galled Gad in the ſetiß- 
| tures, and to be there alſo repreſented as 4 diſtin? 
being from the Father, and a proper object of di- 
rect religious adtreſſes. Whether ſach chriſtians 
or any others, to whoſe religious notions I have 
alluded, be in the 77947 or not, I have not taken 
upon me to determine. Ter every one be fully 
perſuaded in bit own mint. With people of all 
religious denominations and opinions it is my un- 
feigned deſire to live in the moſt perfect amity ; 
and all,how widely ſoever their ideas on religious 
ſuhjects may differ from mine, whoſe re. - 


„ 


feſſion accords with the convictions of their 
minds, and whoſe conver nation is as it becomerh | 


the gaben 1 — ii and ee. 
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